HEREFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNORS

PRESS RELEASE

The Herefordshire Association of Governors wishes to express its shock and concern at the proposals that have emanated from the Local Authority School Review. These proposals are the result of what we believe to have been a deeply flawed process. We believe that the data presented by the Local Authority regarding falling school roles is highly dubious and inaccurate. Such figures have already been contested by a paper circulated by the Governors at Staunton on Wye Endowed Primary School. No attempt has been made to engage parents, or communities, in the review process and the environmental issue of “bussing” children has been completely ignored. It comes as no surprise to us that this paper has had limited, or no input, from teaching professionals, governors, or parents.

A Principles paper , on which these proposals are based, was recently submitted to Cabinet. The paper was described by Councillors as “very very weak”, “devoid of detail”, “not carrying sufficient information” and “bland”. The Leader of the Council reminded the Council that Herefordshire is currently advertising itself “as a growth area”. With such clear concerns expressed within Cabinet they still proceeded to vote through the move to the current proposals.  

Herefordshire Council has for a long time sought to hide its plans for privatisation of services under the more acceptable term of “partnership”. The concern of this organisation is that they are now hiding the word closure behind the more acceptable term “amalgamation”. We have already brought to the attention of the local authority our concerns that any closure or amalgamation will have on the communities represented by their school. We would urge all parents, governors and professionals to come together to resist these proposals in their current form. An umbrella organisation exists in the form of Herefordshire Association of Governors and we pledge ourselves to a campaign of resistance from hereon in.  
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